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Angels adopt students’ children for Christmas

See Page 3
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ACTION - Music and folklore were present Wednesday at the Fine Arts Auditorium during the initial activities of
Dr. Blandina Cardenas’ Investiture. The concert was part of a series of events leading to Friday’s ceremony
where Cardenas will formally take office in front of 300 people.

By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
Former Republic of Texas President Mirabeau B. Lamar said
in an 1840s message to Congress, “A cultivated mind is the
guardian genius of democracy.” The quote remained in the heads
of higher education leaders in Texas and years later was translated into Latin to become The University of Texas System motto:
Disciplina Praesidumm Civitatis.
The University of Texas-Pan American became a member of
the UT System in 1989, eight years after the investiture of Dr.
Miguel A. Nevárez. Twenty-three years later, Dr. Blandina
Cárdenas is being officially installed as UTPA’s seventh president,
and she will begin helping to cultivate minds of UTPA students.
The investiture started on Nov. 29 when Cárdenas was welcomed to the university and the community during a community
reception at the McAllen Civic Center. The invitation-only event
was the launch of the event, and sponsors were the City of
McAllen, Hidalgo County Judge Ramon Garcia, the Region One
Service Center, and Time Warner. In attendance were Rio Grande
Valley school board members, superintendents, and educators.

UT System
formally
welcomes
Cardenas

The “Dreams for our Future” luncheon was held Dec. 1.
Various campus groups including the Student Government
Association, University Program Board, Greek Council, United
Student Organization Council and the Residence Hall Association
sponsored the special lunch in honor of Cárdenas. Approximately
200 invited students attended.
Tuesday evening’s main event for the whole community to
experience was the Mariachi-to-Mozart concert at the UTPA Fine
Arts Auditorium. The event’s ticket sales, $20 for each ticket,
went to benefit UTPA music scholarships.
The weeklong celebration will continue with the President’s
Alumni Ball tonight, with a reception at the UTPA Field House at
6:30 p.m. The event is a fundraising reception and the $100 ticket charge will go to UTPA scholarships and alumni activities.
Activities for the event include a silent auction, dinner, and a
dance with music by Orquesta Universal directed by Arturo
Tijerina.
The investiture’s main event will be held Friday at 2 p.m.
More than 3,000 people from The UT System, government officials, and community leaders have been invited to witness the historic event, according to the publication, “Los Arcos.”

UTPA faculty, delegates
from other higher education
institutions, UT System officials,
with student leadership representatives and Cárdenas will participate in a processional across the
campus, dressed in academic
regalia. Following the presidential address after the instillation,
the presidential medallion and
chain will be hung around
Cárdenas’ neck. Once she has
been installed as UTPA president, she will wear the medallion
and chain at future commencement ceremonies.
Because of limited seating, Dr. Blandina Cardenas
students and faculty are encouraged to view the event live in the Student Union on televisions.
Members of the community will be able to watch the investiture
on Edinburg Cable Channel 12.

Stray Cats: Potential rabies carriers
By GINMARIE MABRY & ANGELA I. CANALES
The Pan American

A PLAGUEWild cats are
quickly gaining numbers
at UTPA.
The increasing numbers
have been
seen since
the beginning
of the fall
semester.

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

A fuzzy black and white wild cat sleeping under a bush might look
good enough to photograph, but definitely not to touch.
A 17-year-old student found out the hard way when she was bitten
on her left hand by a wild cat Nov. 18 on the south side of the Business

Administration Building at The University of Texas-Pan American,
according to a university police report.
According to the student accident report, Tina Velasquez blames
herself for the incident because she scared the cat. She does not want
the animal to be harmed in any way.
Velasquez tried to pet the cat a few days before, and when she did
it the animal did not like it at all. She immediately began a series of
rabies shots to prevent possible infection. It is unknown whether the cat
had rabies.
Because of this incident, the Student Health Services sent an email to students and faculty to stay away from the animals because the
treatments for injuries caused by these animals are expensive and
painful. UTPA President Blandina Cardenas, who has personally experienced an injury from a cat, also took this problem seriously and
replied to the e-mail to reinforce the message. She stated that the best
defense against the problem is for everybody to practice commonsense
precautions.
Director of Student Health Services Rick Gray said the incident
was the second student cat-injury case in the past four years.
“The cats are wild animals and are not vaccinated,” Gray said.

See CATS page 11

HOLOCAUST REVISITED
See Page 8 & 9 to find out
about UTPA’s performance
of “The Diary of Anne
Frank.”
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Goodbye everybody... and goodnight
It’s
official
this is the last
issue of The Pan
American under
my
direction,
and I am sad to
say goodbye. It
has been a pleasure working for
Arianna Vazquez this magnificent
publication for
over two years and being able to see
how it has grown with each issue. I
want to take this opportunity to thank
my staff, that in good times and bad,
has stuck with the newspaper and have
been loyal to their work and peers. It is
not easy running a publication where
the entire staff is made up of students
and it is even harder to be the head of
that publication.
However, I can say we have learned

from our mistakes, and have taken each
letter to the editor and suggestion constructively to better our work and final
product. The paper has increased in
readership over the last year and has
implemented new ideas, changing its
skin dramatically. New layout designs,
picture ideas and the use of more color
have been implemented this semester,
making a positive change from previous
editions.
But it is not the end of its development. With each semester that passes
new people come on board with ideas to
incorporate into the paper. I am sure it
will continue to improve as the years go
by because the program its under gives
the students the leeway to explore their
ideas and expand their capabilities.
Our adviser not only guides us on how
to produce the paper, but also provides
profound knowledge of his experience

in the field.
The Pan American staff works well
together and is well-equipped talentwise. We have people on staff that want
to work and are willing to learn and
wear all kinds of hats to be part of the
production. It has truly become a powerful production team. Every person has
the potential to succeed in life and most
importantly the ganas or desire to do it.
I was blessed with a fantastic group of
people to work with, and I am certain
the newspaper will reach new heights
next semester.
Again, it was a pleasure working with
all of you, and attending this wonderful
university for my undergraduate education. And thank you to the readers who
keep this publication alive. Don’t stop
sending letters and giving us your feedback, because it helps us improve one
step at a time.

Final Exam Schedule
Dec. 9

Dec. 14

ENG 1301 classes
7:45 - 9:30 a.m. *English 1301
9:45 -11:30 a.m. *English 1301
5:00 - 6:45 p.m. Evening English 1301
classes
*Specific English 1301 day schedule
to be announced by instructor.

For classes that meet
TR 7:45 a.m.-9:00 a.m.
(7:45 - 9:30 a.m.)
MWF 8:45 a.m.-9:35 a.m.
(9:45 -11:30 a.m.)
MWF 12:45 p.m.-1:35 p.m.
(12:45 - 2:30 p.m.)
TR 4 p.m.-5:15 p.m.
(2:45- 4:30 p.m.)

Dec. 10
MATH classes below
8:30 - 10:15 a.m. Math 1300 classes
10:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Math 1334
classes
1- 2:45 p.m. All Math 1340 classes

Dec. 13
For classes that meet
MWF 7:45 a.m. - 8:35 a.m.
(7:45 - 9:30 a.m.)
MWF 11:45 a.m. - 12:35 p.m.
(9:45 - 11:30 a.m.)
TR 9:10 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.
(12:45 - 2:30 p.m.)
TR 2:35 p.m.- 3:50 p.m.
(2:45 - 4:30 p.m.)

Dec. 15
For classes that meet
TR 10:35 a .m. - 11:50 a.m.
(7:45 - 9:30 a.m.)
MWF 1:45 p.m. - 2:35 p.m.
(9:45 - 11:30 a.m.)
MWF 10:45 a.m - 11:35 a.m.
(12:45 - 2:30 p.m.)
MWF 2:45 p.m. - 3:35 p.m.
(2:45 - 4:30 p.m.)

Dec. 16
For classes that meet
MWF 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m.
(7:45 - 9:30 a.m.)

MWF 3:45 p.m. - 4:35 p.m.
(9:45 - 11:30 a.m.)
TR 1:10 p.m. - 2:25 p.m.
(12:45 - 2:30 p.m.)

SATURDAY CLASSES
Examinations will be given at regular
class time Dec. 11.

EVENING CLASSES
Final examinations will be given at
regular class time beginning Thursday,
Dec. 9, and ending Wednesday, Dec.
14. (Classes beginning at 4:30 p.m. or
after are considered evening classes.)
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Santa gives extra to students’ children
Adopt-An-Angel,
gift donations bring
Christmas cheer
By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American
Santa is giving a little extra to The
University of Texas-Pan American students
this holiday season, just enough to make
several children light up in surprise.
This Christmas, UTPA student Rolando
Serna’s three children will find six extra
presents from Santa under their Christmas
tree. Gina Sanchez and her 18-month-old
baby will find two extra presents. These
parents are just two of 80 UTPA students
receiving a bonus this year.
“My kids were very happy about getting
extra presents,” Serna, a sophomore
engineering major said. “I’ve tried getting
them extra presents, but it’s been hard.
Now they can have them.”
But Santa can’t do all the work himself.
He needs the help of the Adopt-An-Angel
program coordinated by the Student
Ambassador program. Through the AdoptAn-Angel program UTPA student-parents
on financial aid can apply to give their
children up for temporary Christmas
adoption. Anyone can adopt children by
donating two presents amounting to $20 to
the kids of their choice.
“It’s a good opportunity to spread
Christmas cheer,” said Sonia Olivarez,

committee chair for the Student
Ambassador committee that adopted its
own “Christmas angel.”
“I love sharing and making people
happy. This was a good opportunity to do
that,” Olivarez said.
The main goal of the Adopt-An-Angel
program
is
to
provide
assistance to students on
campus who work, go to
school and have to
provide
for
children.
Christmas time can be even
more stressful on their tight
schedule and money budget.
“As
a
student,
sometimes you have less
money and time to buy
gifts for the kids,” said
Sanchez, finance major and
a mother of an 18-month-old
son.
“I feel pleased and happy to
know that the university cares
enough to help us with the gifts for
Christmas,” Sanchez stated.
The coordinator of the Adopt-AnAngel program, Jennifer Barrera,
sympathizes with the financial stress of
Christmas time.
“I have so much respect for students
who come to school every day, work and
still come home to children. I admire
anyone who can play all those roles,”
Barrera said. “Christmas time can bring
some financial stress and if we could do
anything to ease that stress, it’s
worthwhile.”
Several organizations on campus have

joined
the
Christmas
cheer, including the
University Program
Board (UPB), the
Student
Government
Association
(SGA), the
University
Scholars
Bridge
Program,
and the
Student
Leadership
Program

HIV recognition and prevention seminar
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
With 900,000 individuals presumed
infected with HIV and only 300,000 receiving
health care for the illness, this year’s World
Aids Day is important, to highlight the threat
HIV has for society, according to Fernando
Garcia, Valley AIDS Council (VAC) medical
director.
The Addiction Studies Program at UTPA
held a presentation with the VAC on disease
recognition and prevention Tuesday in
correlation with World AIDS Days.
Judith Guetzow, addictions studies project
coordinator, explained that the goals of the
Addictions Studies Project are to provide
training and education to the community and
local professionals.
The presentation was held specifically for
professionals who have a certification or
license in practice and are earning Continuing
Education Units (CEUs). There was a
videoconference to UT-Brownsville, UT-San
Antonio, Texas A&M University-Kingsville,
and Texas A&M University-Laredo.
“These professionals need to acquire a
specific number of CEUs in trainings per year
to keep their credentials,” Guetzow said.

The HIV presentation, as well as other
training, serve to accomplish that goal, as part
of professional development for those working
in the substance abuse counseling field, social
workers, mental health care professionals and
school counselors.
“I’m sure that no matter what our field of
expertise may be, we have all known or dealt
with someone affected by HIV/AIDS,”

Common Clinical Symptoms
Associated with HIV
 Fevers
 Thrush
 Night sweats  Lymphoma
 Dementia
 Tuberculosis
Source: Fernando Garcia, VAC director

Guetzow said. “Whether it be a school
counselor, a substance abuse counselor, or a
social worker; we all need to be better informed
about these issues and how to deal with them.
No one should ever stop learning and educating
themselves further on issues that affect society
in general for if we do, we all pay the
price.”VAC is a private, non-profit organization
providing primary outpatient care and support
services to men, women and chi.

“We read in the paper that AIDS in on the
decrease,” Smith said. “And that is absolutely
correct. But unfortunately they don’t give us the
other side of the story, that HIV is increasing.”
He also explained that there are currently
about 1,000 patients with HIV in the Valley,
and that the fastest growing group with the
disease is heterosexual, Hispanic females.
However, he also mentioned that for every
one HIV case there are four patients who have
not been diagnosed, which means that there
could be up to 4,000 individuals with it in the
Valley.
Fernando Garcia, VAC medical director,
does international presentations on the topic
and has spoken in Ukraine, Venezuela, Puerto
Rico and Mexico. During his presentation
Tuesday he gave facts about the virus, as well
as the symptoms, demographics, treatment, the
need for recognition and prevention.
“Getting people to know how to recognize
the disease, the clinical symptoms, and be able
to help us in the fight against HIV and the
prevention and transmission of it is the goal of
today’s presentation,” Garcia said. “HIV does
present a threat to society, it does exist and we
need to educate people particularly because the
worst World AIDS Day is tomorrow.”

See PREVENTION page 12

(SLP). These groups are collaborating
with student ambassadors to adopt as
many angels as possible.
The ambassadors arranged
five committees to donate to the
program. Each committee is
made of several students who
all contribute funds for one
child. This allows students to
be part of the Adopt-AnAngel program without
causing additional financial
strain to the stresses of
Christmas shopping.
“A lot of us on the
committee have a lot of
advantages and these kids
may not have much,” said
Javi Cavazos, a committee chair.
“This one small thing could make their
Christmas.”
The University Scholars Bridge
Program organized participants in a similar
way, dividing into groups that adopt one
angel. Currently, the Bridge program has
36 students involved, amounting to 18 total
adopted children. This equals 36 extra
presents with a total monetary contribution
of $720.
“We really wanted to do something
different this year,” said Melissa Morales,
student coordinator of the Adopt-An-Angel
project in the Bridge program. “We usually
go out into the community for community
service. Now we’re going to help out our
community at Pan Am.”
The UPB organized a Turkey Bowl that
raised $75 to contribute to the Adopt-AnAngel project.
SGA passed a bill to contribute posters
advertising the charity program, and also
donated office space to store gifts.
Businesses such as Walgreens and
Brownsville Physical Therapy have jumped
on the Christmas cheer bandwagon.
Walgreens is donating the wrapping paper
for gifts, while Brownsville Physical
Therapy donated $50 for gifts.
“I know children will be really happy
just get one more gift,” Morales said.
“They’ll really appreciate it.”
The children participating in the
program will receive their gifts at a banquet
Dec. 19 at the Health and Physical
Education Building II on the UTPA
campus. The festivities start at 5 p.m. and
include a kid-friendly, finger food dinner, a
moonwalk, slides, a clown and an
appearance by Santa Claus. At the end of
the dinner, children will meet their
adoptive Christmas parents and receive
presents.
“This program allows parents to know
that there are people at the university who
care about them,” Barrera said. “We just
want to encourage them to keep trying as
hard as they do.”
Applications to the program are
available at the Office of Student Life and
Transition Services, room 104 at the
University Center. For questions about
donations or adopting a child, call the
Student Ambassador office at 316-7080.
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Philosophy Club takes first place at annual Ethics Bowl
By SELENE GARZA
The Pan American
While most of the students at The
University of Texas-Pan American were
getting ready for upcoming finals and
inevitable all-nighters full of studying, the
students of the Philosophy Club
participated in the 7th Annual South
Central Regional Ethics Bowl held at St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio.
The students were split into two teams.
Team A included: Wylie McMillin, team
captain; Norma Cantu, Josue Sanchez,
Sandra Morales and Cassie Rivas. Team B
members were: Andrew Fish, team
captain;
Gustavo
Martinez,
Juan
Colmenero, Zak Coto and Adbert Castillo.
Team B ended up winning the
competition and bringing home yet
another trophy to add to the five they had
received in previous competitions.
Kenneth Buckman, associate professor
of philosophy at UTPA, joined the group
in San Antonio and explained that this is
the first time the UTPA team has won the
competition.
The UTPA Ethics Bowl participants
competed against representatives from
Southern Methodist University, St. Mary’s
University, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi,
Texas State University and Wesleyan
University, among other schools.
“There were tremendous demands from
regular expectations of a semester and
participation in a very active Philosophy
Club,” Buckman said. “These students,
through
their
professionalism,

Philosophy Club Photo
DEBATE – Seventh Annual South Central Texas Regional Ethics Bowl winning Team B (left to right): Adbert Castillo, Zak Coto, Gustavo Martinez, Andrew
Fish (team captain) and Juan Colmenero. UTPA students took a stance on a given topic on Nov. 13 at the annual event held at St. Mary’s University in San
Antonio.

extraordinary sacrifice and determination,
achieved the hallmarks of the slogans of
The University of Texas-Pan American:
excellence and success.”
The Philosophy Club consists of up to
35 members depending on the semester,
and anyone who is interested in

philosophy and ethics is welcome to
participate in the Ethics Bowl.
The
philosophy
club
website,
http://www.panam.edu/dept/philosophy/P
hilosophyClub.htm
has
further
information on the club, their members
and different events.

The Ethics Bowl is always held in San
Antonio and Buckman has been asked if
UTPA will ever sponsor a Bowl. He is
unsure, considering the cost of hosting
such an event. The team has brought back
one first-place trophy, three second-place
trophies, and two third-place ones.

Faculty profile: Kathryn Dodd, Biology lecturer

From non-traditional student to enthusiastic educator
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
“I’m kind of unusual,” biology lecturer Kathryn Dodd
explained as she quietly began her story.
Lecturing at The University of Texas-Pan American
since 1999, Dodd certainly went about things differently.
Key to this story however, is that there really is a lesson
students everywhere can learn from, and this is all Dodd
hopes for.
Originally from Oklahoma, Dodd’s pronounced drawl
began at the start.
“After I got out of high school, I waited 16 years before
going to college,” Dodd said.
Like many students, Dodd’s fighting spirit got the
better of her, and she assumed she could reach her goals
and aspirations without a degree.
“I thought I just had the tenacity, and the hard will,”
Dodd said. “So for 16 years, I worked out in the working
world.”
Dodd had various positions, but focused mainly on
technical writing and computer programming, a far cry
from the green, leafy organisms she dotes on today.
Eventually, however, she simply hit a point where she
could climb no further in that career, without a degree.
“I just kept banging my head against that wall. I’d learn
all sorts of new things, to reach pretty much the top of
what I was doing,” Dodd explained.
It was at this point, Dodd said, that she realized her
own potential.
“I got to where I was ready to be promoted, but the jobs
required a bachelor’s, and I didn’t have it. I finally said,
‘alright, I’ll get my degree,’” she explained, with a
clenched fist waving in the air.
Dodd applied at The University of Oklahoma as “what
they kindly call, a non-traditional student,” she laughed.
By this point, Dodd was older than her peers, and even
some of her instructors. She found this one of the tougher

“I wouldn’t want to be doing
anything else, than what I’m doing
right here, right now.”
Kathryn Dodd ,
Biology lecturer

aspects of returning to the world of academics.
“I thought ‘what am I doing here?’ many times,
especially my first year,” she said.
Dodd also admitted that she was not a good student
during high school and explained that she had to learn how
to study.
“It was very difficult, especially at university level,”
Dodd said. “Over and over I just felt like an imposter. I
thought, ‘I have no business being here.’”
With time, however, and a few major changes from
English to psychology, to computer engineering, she
finally stuck with botany.
“I took a botany class because I had too. I had to take a
science. I just thought I’d learn a little about growing
plants,” she recalled.
Little did Dodd know that less than a decade later her
eyes would light up at the very mention of any living,
breathing organism, especially if it’s green.
“I was so stunned to learn how complex of an organism
plants are, their physiology just amazed me,” Dodd stated.
Dodd fondly remembers going outside after a lecture
on photosynthesis and looking at the trees, the shrubs, and
the grass, and thinking, “they’re so silent for being so
busy, [it] was a monumental life-changing thing for me.”
During her undergraduate studies, to help put herself
through college, Dodd took a job in a microbiology lab
washing up dishes. Here, her passion for teaching, not
only for biology and the sciences, began.

“Even though I was not a science major, and I started
off washing dishes, I ended up doing research. I just
started to blossom and grow in this environment,” she
said. “The professor who hired me eventually ended up
mentoring me.
“That’s what college success is all about, for me. It’s
being mentored and realizing, with just a little
encouragement, ‘I can do it.’”
The mentor Dodd referred to was an obvious influence
during her studies.
“All the things I went through, all the fears I faced,
almost, almost did me in,” she confessed.
Having that mentor there kept Dodd going and she said
that he convinced her that she could do anything she
wanted to do. He also gave her the opportunity in his lab
to do so.
Dodd continued her academic career at the University
of Oklahoma, after completing her bachelor’s, by
completing her master’s in botany and also studying
phytoremediation there too.
Her thesis was on the biosynthesis and translocation of
cumarin through plant systems on a biennial plant. She
looked at this from seedling stage all way through to plant
death, and examined how the material moves through
roots and stems and leaves. Cumarin, Dodd explained, is
powerful in the process of phytoremediation.
According to Dodd, phytoremediation is the
remediation of contaminated soil and plants by other
plants. Cumarin is a natural chemical found in many
species of plants.
Despite this heavy load of research Dodd was
somewhat unsure of her true role. She found her calling in
teaching.
Dodd’s passion for education is shown in her extensive
schedule, which also had an unusual beginning.
“I had such a phobia of speaking in front of students,
classrooms, anything, and when they asked me to teach in

See PROFILE page 12
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Coffee giant perks up student finances

Starbucks introduces tuition reimbursement program for enrolled students
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
As Starbucks invades McAllen, posters
attract the student eye promising to
reimburse tuition fees for those employees
enrolled in college. Is this really the case,
or simply mocha madness?
Juan Jesus Rodriguez, manager of
Starbucks on North 10th Street and Trenton
said there is no froth to this story.
“Starbucks has great benefits. Right off
the bat, paid holidays, grants, bonus, one
pound of coffee a week, health insurance,”
Rodriguez said enthusiastically.
It seems natural however, that a company
voted to Fortune magazine’s 2004 list of the
100 best companies to work for would offer
great benefits to employees. So why did it
take so long to please students? Starbucks
opened it’s doors in 1971 in Seattle, and
Rodriguez said the tuition reimbursement
program is only about six months old.
Angie Motzar, manager of Starbucks on
10th and Jonquil, said that offering such
great benefits to all employees enhances the
overall pay package.
“It’s a pretty fair benefit. Considering
that Starbucks pays higher than most other
places. It has a lot to do with it,” Motzar

stated.
Benefits at Starbucks are different, as all
are offered to all employees, both part-time
and full-time, including students.
“It’s to help out the students. We have a
high percentage of them working in

Starbucks
these
days,”
Rodriguez
explained.
Motzar agreed, and said there are a
number of reasons why the tuition
reimbursement program in particular is
important. Both Starbucks facilities have

Franco Caballero/ The Pan American

WORKING - Mara Gonzalez, a UTPA student, hands a cup of coffee at the Starbucks
drive-thru on 10th and Jonquil in McAllen. Gonzalez is one of many employees taking
advantage of the tuition reimbursement offered by Starbucks.

about 30 student employees, with more at
the South 10th location.
“We bend with the students’ schedule.
Most partners [employees] are part-time,
and so we offer them the full-range of
benefits,” Motzar said.
Motzar, who has been manager at the
newest Starbucks facility since its opening
in September, explained that this is really a
two-way benefit.
“Let’s face it, unless students are lucky
enough to fall within their parents
guidelines for health care, they won’t have
any insurance,” she added.
This way, she explained, students get the
care and benefits they should have, plus
employment, and Starbucks gets the labor.
Each of the McAllen stores are less than
a year old, and with the reimbursement
program also a fresh brew, both managers
said they haven’t had to go through the
paperwork as of yet, despite having many
students on the schedule.
Motzar commented, however, that she
has had some employees interested in
pursuing a career with Starbucks.
“We are absolutely open to those wanting
a career within Starbucks,” she said.
“Especially here in the Rio Grande Valley,
it’s easy for them.”
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Volunteers
Needed
Those interested in writing
or working on design should
e-mail selberg@panam.edu,
or call 381-2541. Volunteer
positions are available, and
can lead to paid positions
within a semester.
Joey Cortez/ The Pan American

BROCHURES - Biology sophomore David Leal swings by the information booths of
World AIDS Day at UTPA Wednesday at the Student Union.
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Spray paint for storytelling, not vandalism
By SARAI GARCIA
The Pan American
Eldemiro Elizondo a former "tagger,” from McAllen,
turned artist, was about eight years old when he first picked up a
spray can. He found it in an alley and discovered his artistic talent.
Miro, as he likes to be called, has been using spray paint to
create works of art for many years now. An example of it can be
found across from The University of Texas-Pan American at
Chicago Dogs, a local restaurant where he painted the Chicago
skyline, adding to the thematic atmosphere of the restaurant.
To the untrained eye, one would assume that a painting of
that magnitude is a mural, but after talking to this artist, and
learning a little more, it is easy to understand the difference
between a mural and a painting.
Miro started, like most graffiti artists, just tagging his name
on walls. It was a competition; different crews, or groups of "tag-

Natalie Villarreal/The Pan American
Murals, though only few in the Valley, are becoming the new
canvas for community artists willing to take the challenge.

gers," drew in different areas and aimed to write in the "heavens," the highest and most dangerous writing areas. Miro
explained that it was more than just tagging on a wall. It was
fame, the chance to experience "me." Tagging is a self-centered
concept focused only on himself and his name. Taggers only
paint their name because they are self-consumed by their graffiti identity.
Miro admits to having fallen into a bad crowd, yet he never
used spray paint as an inhalant. At the age of 18 he found religion, and his life changed. Many people recognized his talent.
Eventually a police officer who patrolled the Retama neighborhood in McAllen offered Miro an opportunity.
“I remember his words: ‘Do it legal, in the daytime, not the
nighttime,’” Miro said.
Along with religion, and newfound moral support, Miro
was able to move forward into an artistic realm. According to
him, that's when he realized his potential.
He does not remember how a graffiti magazine came into
his hands, but that is when he realized he needed to “get good at
the can.” Graffiti art is not a passing fad, in fact there are multiple expos and magazines dedicated to graffiti art, such as
Beautiful Decay D, Adiccion 2 and One Track Mind Vol. 1 Graff
Magazine.
Many people see a painted wall with a scene and call it a
mural, but Miro sees a wall and knows it is just a painting. A
mural, according to Miro, is a work of art with a special meaning.
"[A mural] means something, it has purpose, it tells a story,"
Miro said. "It's someone's story and emotions blown up on a
wall."
There are not many walls in the Valley that tell a story in this
way. One example is the Salvation Army wall in McAllen on
23rd Street. That mural depicts open hands with a white dove, a
symbol of peace. But there is graffiti art all over the place. So
how do the two relate?
Miro said that so many people have this amazing spray can
talent, but have nowhere to practice it, so they use their skills for
malicious purposes instead. According to him, there are two men
who have brought fame to graffiti art in the McAllen area. They

are credited with a multi-person mural on Business 83 and 28th
Street. These young men are inspired by murals and graffiti art
from across the United States, because different areas have different styles. They visit expos, learning from different artists
about lines, shading, shapes and spray can tips. The tip is the
removable part of the spray can that can be interchanged with
other tips, changing the flow at which paint comes out of the can.
Miro recalls rummaging through custodian carts at school in
his youth, searching for spray can tips, experimenting with the
type of spray each tip could create. Some tips create a thin line,
others a wide spray.
Now, working for the City of McAllen Parks and
Recreation Department, Miro has unlimited access to spray cans
and a variety of tips.
His artistic abilities are visible on the Palm View
Community Center’s vending area, where Miro painted what
many consider a mural. But to him, "It's just a painting." The
painting covers the entire wall with a three-dimensional jungle
scene in a vivid combination of greens.
Linda Garcia, receptionist at the center said, “It’s a mural,
painted on the wall, it’s beautiful, it’s wonderful, it’s appealing
since I sit across from it all day.”
But Miro feels that this is not enough. If given the opportunity, he would appreciate the chance to create a mural that tells a
history or a struggle, but so far, he has not found the chance. Still,
other teenagers at the center are in awe of his talent.
When asked if he would be interested in trying spray can
art, Aldo Hernandez, a sophomore at McAllen Memorial High
School said, "Yes, I'd try it, I've never had the chance before."
Miro knows there are many students like Hernandez with
talent and potential.
He spoke of a vision he has for graffiti artists, especially the
youth from the south side of McAllen. According to McAllen
National Bank, the city, like other parts of Hidalgo County, is
comprised of 36 percent of families below the poverty level.
"Graffiti artists usually come from low-income and troubled
homes," Miro said. "I imagine bringing the kids from the south
side under supervision, and letting them paint murals until there
comes a point we need to put up more walls."

McAllen is experiencing an artistic boom
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The art scene in McAllen is growing, and if it is anything
that this city could use more of, it is color.
Flourishing is how Tita Moreno, cultural arts coordinator of
the McAllen Chamber of Commerce, describes this growth.
“Art is definitely picking up here in McAllen, within a year
you could already see the difference,” Moreno said. “I think it’s
flourishing rapidly.”
In the past year, McAllen has been home to some of the
city’s most influential art events, including the Art Walk.
The Art Walk is an event hosted the first Friday of every
month. The fourth monthly Art Walk is this week. The Walk is
the result of several art galleries and area businesses in an
alliance to exhibit local artwork and promote the art scene in
McAllen.
For this event, businesses along Main and South 10th streets
open up their establishments at 6 p.m. and close at 10 p.m. The
Art Walk is free of charge and has already drawn crowds of 300
to 500 art lovers monthly, according to Jesus Gonzalez, owner of
Casa Antigua.
Casa Antigua one of eight businesses that host the event. is
more commonly known as an antique furniture store, began selling art work and holding independent exhibits more than a year
ago, joining the art boom that has developed in the past year.
“Along with seven other establishments we conduct the Art
Walk,” Gonzalez said.
According to Gonzalez, when the art community works
together, it becomes stronger.
“Independent exhibits are good, but this is even better,” he
said. “In December, we will be holding our fourth Art Walk.”

Moreno agrees that forming bonds throughout the art community is what keeps the art scene’s growth strong, especially
when galleries find problems staying open due to financial concerns.
“Galleries and museums are forming alliances to survive.
For example the Art Walk, I think the Art Walk is something huge
that I didn’t think would ever happen here. It just shows how we
do have an art scene in the Valley,” Moreno said. “You also see
coffee shops giving local artists the opportunity to feature themselves. I know the interest is there, even if perhaps financial problems exist.”
According to Moreno, several new galleries find it hard to
stay open. This is something she has witnessed firsthand as cultural arts coordinator.
“What I do see is that art galleries open up and close up. I
don’t know why, but I think forming alliances with chambers and
museums will really help to keep these places open and to keep
the interest alive. You can already see this happening,” Moreno
said.
According to Moreno, a graduate student at The University
of Texas-Pan American, the McAllen Chamber of Commerce is
stepping up in hopes of keeping the art scene alive.
“We do have a Rio Grande Valley Arts Council that operates
from the chamber. We’re trying our best,” she said. “We try to do
different events to promote and develop art here in the valley.”
Aside from the Art Walk, McAllen also hosts Starry Nights,
an arts and entertainment festival. Starry Nights was held last
month and featured music, food and local artists exhibiting and
selling their work. Over 600 people attended the event, which
featured about 35 art vendors, according to Moreno.
The chamber also held a McAllen poster contest, which
consisted of printing a poster to represent the city, and the win-

ning artist was selected at Starry Nights.
“It went really well. We had 35 entries and the winner was
a gentlemen by the name of Terry Beamen and he did a beautiful
poster,” Moreno said.

See ART page 10

Local Valley Art Galleries
Art Awakenings
1516 Beech Ave., McAllen
(956) 668-1366
Harlingen Art Forum
305 West Van Buren, Harlingen
(956) 425-4030
L’Art De La Mode
3600 Formosa Ave., McAllen
(956) 971-8000
Vali Art & Antique Gallery
1200 Central Blvd., Brownsville
(956) 542-2781
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We must
Never
Forget
UTPA students
relive the horrors of
the Holocaust
through the eyes of
Anne Frank.
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
Everyone's adolescent years are tough, but for a young girl who lived
during the time of the Holocaust, life was even harder. Rio Grande Valley
residents have the opportunity to feel the courage of Anne Frank through a live
performance depicting the contents of her diary.
"The Diary of Anne Frank" is showing at the Albert Jeffers Theatre Dec. 2-4
at 8 p.m. and Dec. 5 at 2 p.m. General admission is $5 for adults and $3 for students.
The University of Texas-Pan American faculty, staff and students are allowed two free
admissions with a valid UTPA I.D.
This particular play is the last show of the 2004 fall semester. Nancy Camina, student
director of the play, said that directing the theatrical production plays a big role in her thesis. Camina, who is seeking a master's degree in theater, must present a thesis before graduation, and she chose to do one in directing.
In order to fulfill the degree requirements, Camina was required to submit a written proposal to the head of the theatre department. In her proposal she was required to get approval to do her
thesis and obtain authorization for the piece she had chosen. After the department received the proposal, a designated committee reviewed it and gave her permission.
Originally, Camina wanted to direct "The Hiding Place" because she knew the man who had written
the stage play. Yet, after a fruitless attempt to find him, she decided to do "The Diary of Anne Frank." As
part of her research, the graduate student had already done research on the time period and the location of
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"It's a challenging part, especially portraying
someone who actually lived as opposed to a fictional character," Camina's husband said. "You
have to learn to play the person."
He also added that this is not the first time
the couple works together. As part of his thesis,
this past summer he directed the play "Charlie's
Aunt" and Camina served as the assistant director.
Camina and those involved in the production
promise to deliver a play that inspires its audience.
According to Dahlia Guzman, senior philosophy major and assistant stage manager of the
show, "The Diary of Anne Frank" is an important
story that needs to be told.
Guzman said that the story is very important
to her. She first became acquainted with Anne's
story in tenth grade when she read the book.
After reading the book she couldn't believe how
far people could go to hurt others.
"When I read the diary it made a great impact
in my life," Guzman said.
The philosophy major described the play as
address several points, and conducted a vast
amount of research to adequately portray the intense. She said that the mood of the play
time period and lives for both characters in the changes quickly. She also explained that the
play. She will keep a production record of the story revolves around a teenage girl who is going
materials and methods used to execute the play. through changes during a time when the world
Camina said this record must also include an around her is also transforming.
Anne and her family were forced to live in
evaluation of the production and a list of the
problems that occurred from the time she chose hiding for two years in an old warehouse in
Amsterdam, Holland. During the day when peothe play through the final show.
Putting the play together thus far has been ple worked in the warehouse below, the Frank
tedious. Camina stated that choosing the cast family was not able to move, much less make
any noise. At night they were able to enjoy a litwas a step-by-step process.
She needed to carefully choose people who tle freedom.
The young girl's story has been told through
had the time to participate in the production. The
graduate student said that it has been a challenge the diary she left behind. Her diary was written
to set rehearsal times because of the participants, between June 1942 and August 1944 during a
time when all Jews faced persecution by the Nazi
busy schedules.
"Some [cast members] have families, work army. The pages of her personal journal describe
full-time and they have classes," Camina said. how she matured while in hiding. Most impor"To work out their schedules has been really tant, her story is an accurate record of what it
was like to be a Jew at a time when the Germans
interesting."
Despite any problems that may arise, Camina sought to murder all of the Jewish people in
is looking forward to the finished product. She Europe.
"I am amazed with the ability of all the actors
stated that she is very content with her cast, crew
to portray all this to me," Guzman said.
and the work they have accomplished.
Camina's husband added that he recommend"The kids have been awesome," the director
said. "They have been working really hard. ed UTPA students and staff to watch the production. He said the play gives the audience a meanWithout them I couldn't have this play."
Camina has received help and support from ingful experience.
"I really encourage everyone to come see the
her husband in this endeavor. Willie Camina,
graduate student and writing tutor at UTPA's play," he said. "Coming to a live theatre is nothWriting Center, performs in the playing Anne's ing like watching a movie as you get to see the
events unfold."
father, Mr. Frank.
the play "The Hiding Place." According to
Camina, the plays had similarities so the change
worked well for her.
"[Both plays] were in the same time period
and place so it worked," Camina said. "I'm glad
I ended up with 'The Diary of Anne Frank.'"
As part of her thesis, Camina is required to

Page 9
Anne Frank
chronicled her
life of hiding
during the
Holocaust in
her famous
diary.

"Ideals, dreams, and cherished
hopes rise within us only to
meet the horrible truth and be
shattered ... yet in spite of
everything I still believe that
people are really good at heart."
Anne Frank
July 15, 1944

Things we must
Remember
The Holocaust refers to a time when the Jewish people
faced severe persecution in Europe. The word
Holocaust comes from a Greek origin meaning, "sacrifice by fire." The Germans believed they belonged to a
superior race and non-Germans were "inferior." During
this time, approximately six million Jews were killed.
Yet, the Holocaust does not only refer to the slaying of
millions of Jewish people. The Nazi regimen was also
targeting other groups such as the Roma (gypsies), the
handicapped and Slavic people (Poles, Russians). The
hatred did not stop there because the Germans also
persecuted people on political and behavioral grounds.
Communists, Socialists, Jehovah's Witnesses and
homosexuals perished along with the Jews.
These "inferior" groups were exterminated by the
Germans in many ways. Sometimes they were sent to
concentration camps, which served primarily as detention and labor centers. Those who were sent to these
camps often experienced immediate death from the
harsh living and working conditions they faced.
Others were sent to Nazi extermination camps, where
the sole function was mass murder. More than three million Jews faced death in extermination camps by mass
gassings and shootings.
The individuals who were gassed were placed inside
sealed chambers and died from carbon monoxide,
among other deadly substances, poisoning. The largest
extermination camp was Auschwitz-Birkenau, located in
Poland, which had four gas chambers and killed about
8,000 Jews daily.
The deaths of these people marked a time in history
when hatred and the search for power prevailed. For
more information on the history of the Holocaust, pictures and stories from survivors visit the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum at www.ushmm.org.
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Gibson guitar marketing targets Hispanics
Along with a vigorous marketing effort of advertising,
promotions, publicity and artist relations, Gibson is also
taking part in the TechKnowOverload (TKO) tour. This is a
Gibson Guitar Corp., the company that manufactures one of 25-city tour to colleges nationwide that will bring music and
the most popular brands of guitars worldwide, has set its sites on technology to the campuses, allowing students to explore
their musical talents and learn about the advances in the
a new potential market—Hispanics.
To become well-established in the Latin community, musical instrument industry. The tour is geared at appealing
Gibson opened an Entertainment Relations office in San to young and diverse college-age people.
As part of Gibson’s target market, Patrick Garcia, a
Antonio, focusing on the Hispanic market nationwide. Their promotional tactics aim to raise awareness of the status of Gibson sophomore at The University of Texas-Pan American,
believes that using Hispanic musicians to sell guitars is an
Guitar and to expand its presence in Latin culture.
Chairman and CEO of Gibson Henry Juszkiewicz said that ideal way to appeal to the market.
“A lot of musicians look to their idols to see what guithe company has gained popularity with Hispanic artists across
tars they’re playing,” Garcia said. “So if Gibson can get
the world.
“Because the roots of our company lie deep with every some big-named Hispanic artists under their belt to market
musical genre including Latinos, it made sense to open a Latin their guitars, it could have some influence on the Hispanic
marketing office in San Antonio to service the many artists who market.”
Some celebrities who are currently involved with
use our great instruments,” Juszkiewicz said. “The Hispanic
community along with other cultures, who have music interwov- Gibson include Chayanne, Alejandra Guzman, Los
en in all facets of their lives, has been and remains an important Palominos and Jimmy Gonzales.
Garcia, who bought his Gibson guitar on Ebay, said it
facet of our overall company personality.”
Managing the San Antonio office is Robert Trevino, a vet- was worth the purchase because of the superior quality that
Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
eran of the Latin entertainment industry. Juszkiewicz said it Gibson guitars have.
“I chose the Gibson Sg because, simply put, it’s just STRUMMING - Ruben Trevino dances through the frets as he tries out
made sense to position the company there centrally and since
Trevino lives in San Antonio and is Latino himself, he brings a the ideal guitar for rock music,” Garcia said. “I’ve never a Gibson electric. Gibson is one of the many companies focusing on
played another guitar that sounds, looks and feels better the importance and growth of Hispanic markets. Local vendors, such
unique sense of the Hispanic culture within the company.
“Gibson chose San Antonio as one of the bases for Hispanic than a Gibson for a price they’re offered at. The quality of as Hermes Music in McAllen, sell this brand of guitar.
marketing for the company,” Juszkiewicz said. “Because of the these guitars does not even comhistory of music which has been part of the city for many years pare to its competitors.”
Gibson guitars have gained
continued from page 7
and the growth of Hispanic artists who reside or originated from
popularity since the 1950s with
that fantastic town.”
More information on the Nuevo
This week, the chamber has brought
Trevino will work with artists, companies, philanthropic musicians like Eric Clapton, down Art Train. Art Train is the only traveling Santander Gallery is available on their Web
agencies and special events in promoting the company and its B.B. King, Paul McCartney and art show. This is the first time the train has site www.nuevosantander.com. The gallery
brands to the Latin community and entertainment base. This Santana. Musicians now and in come to South Texas.
also finds local success through shows in the
includes securing programs with major Latin media and retail all types of genres use Gibson,
The train features four rail cars that exhib- area. According to Martinez, you can expect
Hispanic and non-Hispanic alike. it artwork. It parks in areas around the country about 150 people at these shows.
partners.
At Art Awakenings Gallery, the art boom
for four to five days. On Dec. 4 and 5, the train
will be parked on Pecan Boulevard and has brought a different kind success. Art
Awakenings has relocated to a new part of
Bicentennial Boulevard.
“I do think these events like these pro- McAllen on 719 Dove Ave. Moving from the
mote the art scene in the Valley. People who South to North McAllen has been a direct
By JASON CHAPA
journalist is any indication, Klim has the oppor- don’t think there is an art scene, drive down the reflection to their success, according to Yaz
The Pan American
tunity to tell his tales.
park, and see great music, great art and great Gonzalez who has been employed with the
"I never intended to write a second Boot stuff and really see that there is an art scene gallery since the relocation.
For Christopher Klim, the most important Means novel," he said. "But I never imagined here,” Moreno said. “Five years ago, these
“We get a lot of people on Fridays and
reason to write is writing for yourself.
that 'Jesus Lives in Trenton' would do so well events would be rare.”
Saturdays when we have our events,”
"It’s better to write the best book you can; either."
The Nuevo Santander Gallery, which has Gonzalez said. “Definitely since we’ve moved,
one that you’d like to read yourself," said Klim,
According to an interview in The been open for the past seven years, is also tak- we’ve had more events. We’ve even had a
whose latest novel, "Everything Burns" was Compulsive Reader newsletter, there are two ing part in Art Walk, in hopes of strengthening comedy night, Victor Salinas was our comedireleased in May by Hopewell Publications.
more Boot Means stories to be told. Do not the art community. According to gallery assis- an and we’re currently planning another one. It
In the book, an untreated child arsonist expect Boot’s rival in "Everything Burns" to tant Aimee Martinez, Art Walk is the brain- was a great success.”
grows up to terrorize a small Texas town. It is fade away either.
Art Awakenings regularly features phochild behind Nuevo Santander Gallery owner
up to photojournalist Boot Means, a recurring
"I know what he’s doing right now," Klim Becky Guerra.
tographer Ivan Ramirez and artist Jorge
character in Klim’s work, to make sense of the said.
According to Martinez, it is rare for a Garcia. Monica Ramirez, owner of the gallery,
chaos that engulfs the city, some of which is not
However, outside the world of Boots gallery to be open for such a long period.
also showcases her artwork regularly.
the fault of the wily firestarter. The novel’s Means the response toward Klim has not been
The art scene is definitely growing,
“In my personal experience, I would think
antagonist was inspired by a conversation Klim that of rivalry, but rather an encouraging fol- it’s rare for a gallery to be open for seven years. adding color to this already culturally diverse
had about childhood arsonists.
lowing.
I think this is why a lot of people are not aware city. Jesus Gonzalez of Casa Antigua is excited
"In the beginning, I see a scene and know
“The response to Klim’s writing has been of the art scene in the Valley,” Martinez said.
about this new McAllen art revolution.
that this is where the story begins. Immediately overwhelmingly positive," said Karin Seidel,
“Oh, its changing and its improving and
The main support for the gallery is found
I try to understand the people present. Who are publisher at Hopewell Publications. “Certainly on its Web site, which solicits potential art buy- there’s more curiosity for the arts,” Gonzalez
they? What is their agenda?" Klim said.
his style is accessible, but just different enough ers from around the world.
said. “Where five or six years back there was
"For ‘Everything Burns,’ I met a [New to set him apart. It's a powerful combination,
“I think the Web site has really increased not even an interest, now you can see there is
York City] fire marshal that related the story of deceptively simple. He's also going through a sales nationally,” Martinez said.
more and more, and its just going to get better.”
a child who accidentally burned and killed growth phase that I've witnessed with other
members of his family. Most child arsonists are authors, taking his work to another level."
salvageable, but left unchecked, they likely
This growth offers its own share of probbecome sociopathic. One such child grew up lems for the small publisher.
and emerged in my mind."
"When a writer is as praised and talented
Klim first received critical acclaim and as he is, we understand that it is only a matter of
international cult status in 2002 with "Jesus time before he rises on the national radar and is
Lives in Trenton," the first novel featuring pho- scooped up by a large publisher," Seidel said. "I
tojournalist Boot Means investigating biblical know this will happen, but until then, we'll
sightings and evangelism in a New Jersey town. bring his work to the public."
Even after the release of "Everything Burns,"
Currently Klim is working on "Idiot!" the
writing has yet to become a chore. Instead, touching story of a severe dyslexic who tries to
Klim said he is blessed to be a recognized save the town, which has been ceaseless in ridiauthor, and that he has a responsibility to his culing him. He is also working on his first kids’
audience and himself.
novel, "Firecracker Jones," which is about A
"There’s nothing like it in the world," he gothic teenage detective born on the Fourth of
said. "Authors still hold a certain level of July.
esteem, probably due to the difficulty of first
When Klim is not writing or promoting his
assembling a salient concept and then somehow books, the author mentors emerging writers and
garnering the attention of an editor."
conducts regular workshops for aspiring novelKlim does not expect to constantly chroni- ists and storytellers. He also serves as senior
cle Boot Means. There is a lot more he wants to editor of Hopewell’s "Writers Notes Magazine"
write about. But if the demand for the photo- and www.writersnotes.com.
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
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“Anyone injured by a cat need to be treated for potential
rabies exposure.”
Rabies shots are not fun for the patient, or cheap. A series
of shots are administered over a monthlong period to build up
immunity to the rabies virus. According to Gray the cost could
be more than $1,700. Because Velasquez was injured on campus, expenses were covered by the university’s student insurance.
No cat has infected a human with rabies for four decades
in the United States, according to the National Cat Protection
Association. Therefore the risk is low.
“The major disease that everyone would worry about is
the exposure to rabies, which is rare in cats, but it can happen,” Gray said. “Cats also carry fleas, ticks, lice, those kinds
of things and those are the main things.”
In the four years that Gray has been director, he has seen
two cases where students have been injured by one of the stray
cats and advises students to beware when dealing with them.
“I know of two in the four years that I have been here,”
he said. “The main thing is to remember that the cats are wild
and not friendly. They do not like to be picked up, they do not
like to be handled, and that’s where our last two accidents
have come from, students trying to pick the cats up.”
If someone is infected by rabies, it may be a long time
before they even know they have it, according to Gray.
“Rabies is a scary little disease because it may not show
up for over a year,” Gray said. “Some of the early symptoms
are just nervousness, confusion, headaches, and poor muscle
coordination. But like I said, they [symptoms] may show up
soon, they may show up a year later or they may not show up
at all.”
Environmental Health and Safety Director Richard
Costello said when a cat acquires rabies from an infected animal, it usually contracts the “furious” type of rabies. This
causes the animal to stop eating, become aggressive, and
make unprovoked attacks on other humans or animals. Rabies
infected cats usually die within four to eight days.
If someone sees an animal that displays any type of
unusual, or abnormal behavior, they are advised to contact the
UTPA Police immediately so that appropriate actions are

taken on the part of the administration, he said.
“Abnormal behavior may include staggering, restlessness, aggressiveness, change of tone of barks or growls, or
appearance of choking,” Costello said.
Although it is not common, Costello does not rule out the
possibility of one of the stray cats that roams around campus
is infected with rabies.
“First, I think that it is important for the campus community to know the National Cat Protection Association reports
that no cat has infected a human with rabies for four decades
in the United States,” Costello said. “Therefore, the risk is low
for someone to contract rabies from a feral cat bite, if a cat
does have rabies he has most likely been bitten by a bat or a
skunk, or some other wild animal in the local vicinity of
UTPA.”
Costello also added that if one of the cats is infected with
the disease, the cat usually gets a type of rabies that can cause
an attack toward a human.
UTPA, in conjunction with Animal Oasis, a no-kill animal shelter in Pharr, is in the process of implementing a program to help the cats. This will consist of trapping the animals
in humane traps, sterilizing and vaccinating them, and releasing them back to the UTPA campus.
“This has been shown to be the most effective means of
stabilizing populations, controlling rabies, and protecting
human health,” Costello said. “Those animals that have been
vaccinated will be made recognizable by a tipping of the left
ear. Surveillance will be conducted on a routine basis to
ensure that animals have not migrated on to the UTPA campus
from offsite.”
There have been sightings of an unknown lady feeding
the cats daily near the Communication Arts and Science
Building. When asked about it, UTPA Sergeant James Loya
said such incidents have not been officially reported, but that
they would look into it.
“I’ve heard about a lady that comes to feed the cats,” said
Savannah Cortez, a theater major. “I’ve seen leftover foods in
to-go containers and cat food.”
Cortez likes cats and believes that they should stay a part
of the campus scenery. She read the e-mail sent to students

and feels sympathy for the animals.
“I don’t think it is a problem, they never bother me, they
are just around chilling,” said Cortez. “They are not harming
anyone. They just want to live like the rest of us.”
Costello said that he strongly discourages feeding the
animals, for several reasons.
“The cats are useful in that they help reduce the rodent
population. Cats that are constantly fed are less inclined to
seek or hunt rodents,” he said. “Equally important is food that
is left out attracts wild animals to the campus. Food that is left
out over night attracts nocturnal wildlife.”

What to do after possible
exposure to rabid animals
If you are exposed to a potentially
rabid animal, wash the wound thoroughly with soap and water, and seek
attention immediately. The following
information will help your health
care provider assess your risk:
˙ Geographic location of incident
˙ Type of animal
˙ How exposure occurred
˙ Vaccination status of animal
˙ Can the animal be safely captured and
tested for rabies
Source: Centers for Disease Control
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Garcia also explained that there are certain risk
factors individuals need to take into consideration
in order to prevent exposure to HIV.
“If you are having sex with a man or a women
it is a risk factor,” Garcia said. “And oral sex does
count, along with sharing bloody needles, and
anything that passes blood, semen or vaginal
secretions between two individuals.”
Garcia also described how the HIV virus is
detected in blood, semen, saliva, tears, nerves,
breast milk and genital secretions. However, the
virus can only be transmitted by blood, semen,
genital secretion and breast milk.
Most individuals who are infected with the
virus don’t know it until they’re in the hospital
with symptoms of fever, Lymphadenopathy,
Pharyngitis, rashes, Myalgia, diarrhea, headachea,
nausea, Hepatosplenomegaly, Thrush, or other
neurologic symptoms.
According to his presentation, 79 percent of the
patients at the VAC did not use condoms
consistently, 78 percent had multiple sex partners,
60 percent abused drugs, 31 percent had STDs and
10 percent received HIV from spouses.
Garcia concluded the first part of his

presentation by stating that HIV does not select by
gender, sexual behavior, socioeconomic and
cultural background.
“The best approach is prevention and early
recognition,” he said. “The sooner you get tested
the sooner you can start treatment.”
There are four types of medications that
suppress HIV, but will never cure an individual;
however, the drugs cost approximately $10,000
per year and are laden with side effects.
Joshua Caballero, pharmaceutical professor at
The University of Texas-Pan American attended
the event to learn more about HIV in the area.
“I did some of my post-doctoral work in
children with HIV and wanted to know more
about HIV in the area,” Caballero said. “I’ve only
been here three months.”
Caballero also explained how the presentation
might end up helping him develop studies which
may be able to better serve patients with HIV, and
their caregivers.“This is a growing problem in the
Valley, especially in young Hispanic adults,”
Caballero said. “Students need to be aware of the
growing risk of HIV and different ways to prevent
the disease.”

PANORAMA,

the student magazine for The
University of Texas-Pan American, is accepting CREATIVE
works from students enrolled in the 2004-2005 school year.
Original Paintings, Photography, Prose, Poetry, Essays and
Digital Illustrations may be e-mailed to Dägoberto Pérez at
dperez10@panam.edu or dropped off at COAS 170.
Deadline for submissions: January

21, 2004
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graduate school. I said ‘please don’t
make me do that.’ I had to put myself
through school, so I did.”
Pacing through empty classrooms,
sick to her stomach she said, shaking
and terrified, eventually Dodd overcame
her fear of public speaking.
“I realized, ‘Hey, I’m not dying’ and
this isn’t so bad and I loved it,” she
explained. “That was what was going to
be my focus.”
As far as school went, Dodd said, “I
was happiest when I was teaching, than
when I was doing anything else. I loved
the research I did for my master’s
degree, but I was passionate about the
teaching.”
A 1999 graduate, Dodd applied to
UTPA and has been here ever since.
Looking clear into the distance and
smiling brightly, she said, “What’s so
wonderful about it, is that I have an
opportunity to mentor. I can give back
what I was given.”
Dodd made the difficult decision not
take her education any further.
“I made a choice not to pursue a PhD,
because I wanted to focus just on
teaching, and that’s what I realized,”
Dodd added. “For me, and it doesn’t
apply
to
everyone,
teaching
overshadows my passion for research. I
loved what I did during my graduate
studies, but I knew it wasn’t what I
wanted for the rest of my life.”
Dodd currently teaches eight classes
a year in the biology department. She
said she is happy to teach whatever is
needed. In particular, she enjoys
introductory classes best.
“I like teaching intro level courses
because I think it’s a wonderful
opportunity and a wonderful challenge

to encourage and mentor students for the
more rigorous and challenging upper
level courses,” the professor explained.
It is her full schedule that keeps Dodd
happy.
“The beauty of that, the diversity, is
that no matter how many times I’ve
taught it, I improve each time,” Dodd
said.
She receives pure satisfaction when
she sees the same faces go through her
classes.
“It allows me the opportunity to see
those same faces over and over and over.
Those intro level students, I’ll see them
again maybe in Environmental Biology,
in Biological Writing and the times I’ve
done Plant Morphology.”
But there’s one more unusual twist to
Dodd’s tale. The lecturer belongs to the
South Texas Indian Dancers.
“We do all kinds of community
events,”
she
added.
“We
do
performances all over the Valley, all
over the country.”
In keeping with her thirst for
knowledge and helping others to learn,
Dodd explained that the goal of the
group is to educate people about Native
American culture and dance, and their
significance.
“We try to dispel stereotypes and
inaccuracies about our history,” she
said.
Lecturer,
dancer
and
Native
American, Dodd’s fascination with
history and all living things has
continued through her keen eye for the
future, yet she lives very much in the
moment.
“I wouldn’t want to be doing
anything else, than what I’m doing right
here, right now,” Dodd concluded.
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FOR THE RECORD
NFL
Week 12

NBA
Tuesday, Nov. 30

Thursday, Nov. 25

Nets 99, Bobcats 86

Making headlines is sophomore Libero Carol Marcengo
(Curitiba, Brazil/SPEI H.S.) who was honored as the Independent
Defensive Player of the Year yesterday. The sports information
directors and head volleyball coaches at the Independent institution chose Marcengo.
In Marcengo’s second year, she produced another great season finishing with 540 digs, which put her second on the schools
all-time digs list with 1,181 career digs. The Brazilian had 15
matches with 20 or more digs. Marcengo was ranked first among
all Independent defensive players in digs per game, and was
10th in the nation. During the season she was a five-time winner
of the Independent Defensive Player of the Week honor.
Senior Winker Cruz (Harlingen, TX/Harlingen South H.S.) and
sophomore Heather Bravo (Las Vegas, NV/Durango H.S.) were
also honored; they were placed on the second team AllIndependent. Cruz was one of two players in school history to
record at least 2,000 kill, 800 digs and 700 kills. At the McAllen
Holiday Inn UTPA Invitational, Valley native recorded three consecutive double-double games. Bravo finished the season second on the team in kills and digs with 297 and 318.
Finishing off her career at UTPA was senior Cathi Netemeyer
who ended it on a good note with being on the Independent
Honorable Mention team. The outside hitter finished the season
as the third player in UTPA history to record 2,000 digs and 800
kills in her career.

After last months brawl that took place at the Detroit-Indiana game
in Detroit, Matt Dobek representative for the Detroit Pistons
announced that John Green and Charlie Haddad were prohibited from
attending the piston’s games.
John Green was the man accused of throwing the cup at Indiana
Pacer Ron Artest causing the entire incident during the game on Nov.
19. Haddad was also prohibited from attending events at The Palace,
which is the home of the Detroit Pistons for running onto the court
and playing along with the mayhem.
This action prohibits these individual from attending Pistons game,
but also any event that might take place in that arena.

Browns say goodbye to Davis
Butch Davis resigned as the head coach for the (3-8) Cleveland
Browns on Nov. 30 after being pressured to do so. Davis had to hold
back his tears as he told the Cleveland players of his decision. A
Davis that once promised when he arrived in 2001 that he would take
the Browns to the Super Bowl, now leaves a last place Browns team.
The Browns had been losing most of their games by close margins,
and also struggling with injuries. They currently have 13 players on
the injured reserve, including six starters.
This happened after the Browns dropped their fifth straight game
against the Cincinnati Bengals who had a tough time putting the
Davis’s Browns away 58-48, a game that produced the second
largest amount of points in a game in NFL history. Davis had a fouryear record of 24-36 in Cleveland, while only making the playoffs
once. Rumors had been flying around a week before Davis’s resignation, that he was going to be fired.
Replacing Davis as the interim head coach for the rest of the season will be Offensive Coordinator Terry Robiskie who has his work cut
out for him against the defending Super Bowl champions New
England Patriots on Sunday.
Davis is leaving after having three years remaining on his contract
with the Browns, but Browns President John Collins said to an
www.nfl.com wire reporter, that the team worked out a deal with
Davis.
Davis could take the vacant head coaching job at Florida, a team
he once coached against when he was at University of Miami.

Castillo 1). Personal Fouls: 25 (Gedminas
5, Lange 5, Fagan 3, Montalvo 3,
Sanchez 2, Berry 2, East 2, Puente 1,

Raptors 94, Heat 92

Dallas 21, Chicago 7

Castillo 1, Trader 1).

Lakers 95, Bucks 90

Sunday, Nov. 28

UTPA.................33 30- 63

Kings 98, Grizzlies 93

SMS...................50 38- 88

Pistons 93, Rockets 72

Pittsburgh 16, Washington 7

Spurs 107, Maverics 89

Philadelphia 27, N. Y. Giants 6

Suns 115, Jazz 102

Cincinnati 58, Cleveland 48

Blazers 100, Sonics 94

San Diego 34, Kansas City 31

Wednesday, Dec. 1

Carolina 21, Tampa Bay 14

Celtics 101, Bucks 100

Basketball
Women’s Boxes
UTPA 76, SAGU 40
UTPA
FG

Knicks 90, Grizzlies 82

Minnesota 27, Jacksonville 16

Wizards 95, Nets 68

Buffalo 38, Seattle 9

Kings 94, Hornets 81

N.Y. Jets 13, Arizona 3

Magic 129, Raptors 108

Miami 24, San Francisco 17

Bulls 92, Lakers 84

New England 24, Baltimore 3

UTPA SPORTS

Oakland 25, Denver 24

Basketball
Men’s Boxes

Monday, Nov. 1
Green Bay 45, St. Louis 17

Sunday Dec. 5
East

Buffalo at Miami, noon

Berry

20

1-3

0-0

0-2-2

0

2

18 1-5

3-4

0-3-3

1

Gedminas 23 4-4

6-8

1-5-6

1 14

Sanchez 29 5-10 4-4

0-2-2

4 17

Tennessee at Indianapolis, noon

Fagan

20 4-7

4-5

3-4-7

1 13

Cincinnati at Baltimore, noon

Puente

11 1-3

0-0

0-0-0

2

3

Montalvo 19 3-4

0-1

0-0-0

4

6

Houston at N.Y. Jets, noon
Minnesota at Chicago, noon

San Francisco at St. Louis, noon

Carolina at New Orleans, noon

6

Sanders

4

0-0 1-2

0-1-1

0

1

Castillo

9

0-5

0-0

1-0-1

0

0

Trader

15 2-3

6-9

1-2-3

0 10

New England at Cleveland, noon

Lange

18 2-3

0-0

3-3-6

1 4

Denver at San Diego, 3:05 p.m.

Shankle 13 2-4

1- 1

0-1-1

1 6

Kansas City at Oakland, 3:05 p.m.

Totals 200 25-51 21-34 11-27-38 15 82
Percentages: FG .490 FT .735. 3-Point

Green Bay at Philadelphia, 3:15 p.m.

goals: 7-21, .333 (Sanchez 3, Berry 1,

Pittsburgh at Jacksonville, 7:30 p.m.

Fagan 1, Puente 1, Shankle 1). Blocked

24 4-7

Montague 16

2-6

Schamel

3

1-3

Wilson

10

0-2

Roberts

21 5-7
20 3-7

1
2
3
4
5
6
8
7
10
9
13
14
11
12
15
18
20
17
16
19
NR
NR
NR

22
NR

SAGU................19 34- 53

SMS 88, UTPA 63
UTPA
FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts
Berry

1-5-6 0

9

22

2-7 0-0

0-1-1

1

6

Gedminas 25

2-4 0-2

2-3-5

2

4
13

Sanchez 39

5-17

0-0

1-0-1 3

Fagan

11

4-6

0-0

2-1-3

Puente

2

0-0

0-0

0

9

0-0-0 0
0

0

Montalvo 23

3-7

4-4

2-3-5

Sanders

2

0-1

0-1

0-0-0

0

0

Castillo

21

2-7

0-0

1-7-8

1

5

Trader

12

0-1

0-3

1-2-3

0

0

Lange

15

2-6

2-2

2-2-4

0

6

Totals

5

2-0-2

0 2

0-0

0-1-1

1

2-2

3-0-3

2 16

0

3 8
5

Dawnne 15

1-5

2-2

0

4

1-4

0-0

6

1-3-4
3-0-3

0 2

Gooden 16

1-2 1-2

2-3-5

1 3

Arriola

1- 4 1-4

5-4-9

1 3

16

Totals

200 28-71 11-17 27-22-49 16 76

Percentages: FG .394 FT .647. 3-Point
goals: 9-20, .450 (Roberts 4, Guin 2,
Piwonka 1, Montague 1) Blocked shots: 3
(Daniel 2, Gooden 1 ). Turnovers: 16
(Guin 2, Schamel 2, Piwonka 2, Gooden
2, Kneer 1, Pierce 1, Roberts 1, Wilson 1,
Montague 1, Daniel 1, Reed 1). Steals: 15
(Arriola 3, Gooden 2, Dawnne 2, Pierce 2,
Daniel 2, Guin 1, Montague 1, Wilson 1,
Piwonka 1).Personal Fouls: 16 (Gooden
4, Arriola 2, Pierce 2, Montague 2, Daniel

TULSA 65, UTPA 49
FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

UTPA.................38 44- 82

2-4 5-6

0

0-0

UTPA

1, Montalvo 1, East 1).

28

1 11

1-1-2

0

FG

Sanders 2, Castillo 2, Trader 2, Shankle

East

2-3-5

0-0

1-1 1-1-2

Shankle 1, Castillo 1). Steals: 10 (Fagan

FG

3-3

SAGU................16 24- 40

(Gedminas 4, Fagan 4, Lange 4, Berry 3,

29, 2004

9

UTPA.................47 29- 76

Trader 1, Lange 1). Personal Fouls: 24

BCS STANDINGS

8

4

1-3 1-1-2

3, Sanchez 2, Gedminas 2, Castillo 1,

College Football

3

3-2-5

2-6

Lange 3, Gedminas 2, Sanders 1,

Note: All times central standard time

0-0 1-3-4

15

Turnovers: 20 (Fagan 5, East 4, Berry 3,

Dallas at Seattle, 8 p.m.

.9834
.9611
.9342
.8431
.8418
.8224
.6948
.6510
.6379
.6342
.5871
.5710
.5389
.4859
.4822
.3413
.3364
.2860
.2539
.2174
.1431
.1144
.1045
.1009
.0836

Daniel

shots: 3 (Fagan 1, Lange 1, Gedminas 1).

Monday, Dec. 6

1. USC
2. OKLAHOMA
3. AUBURN
4. CALIFORNIA
5. TEXAS
6. UTAH
7. GEORGIA
8. BOISE ST.
9. LOUISVILLE
10. MIAMI
11. LSU
12. VIRGINIA TECH
13. IOWA
14. MICHIGAN
15. TENNESSEE
16. FLORIDA ST.
17. WISCONSIN
18. VIRGINIA
19. ARIZONA ST.
20. TEXAS A&M
21. TEXAS TECH
22. FLORIDA
23. PITTSBURGH
24. OKLAHOMA ST.
25. OHIO ST.

4-10 0-0

2, Reed 2).

N.Y. Giants at Washington, 3:15 p.m.

NOV.

3-8

18

Kneer

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Arizona at Detroit, noon

20

Reed

Pierce

UTPA
FG

Guin

Piwonka

UTPA, SAGU

Week 13

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

Spurs 105, Sixers 72

Atlanta 24, New Orleans 21

Atlanta at Tampa Bay, noon

Fans prohibited from entering “The Palace”

Steals: 7 (East 2, Berry 2, Gedminas 2,

Knicks 110, Hawks 109

Indianapolis 41, Detroit 9

Houston 31, Tennessee 21

Lady Bronc volleyball players honored

3, Trader 3, Berry 2, Castillo 1, Lange 1).

11

200 22-60 11-18 14-28-42 7 63

Percentages: FG .1367 FT .611. 3-Point
goals: 8-27, .296 (Sanchez 3, Berry 2,
Fagan 1, Montalvo 1, Castillo 1). Blocked
shots: 1 (Montalvo 1). Turnovers: 22
(Sanchez 6, Fagan 3, Gedminas, 3 East

Guin

30

1-6 0-0

Reed

36

4-15 0-0

Daniel

12

1-1 0-0

2-2-4

0

Montaque 36

3-8

1-4-5

Schamel 26

5-14 0-2

Wilson

2

0-0

Roberts

9

1-4

0-0

0-0-0

0

3

Piwonka

5

0-0

0-0

0-0-0

0

0

Pierce

18

5-9

0-0

Kneer

4

0-0

0-0

0-1-1

0

0

Arriola

4

0-0

0-0

0-0-0

1

0

Gooden

18

1-5

2-2

2-2-4

1

4

Totals

0-0
0-0

0-0-0 6
3-3-6

3
1

9
2

3

8

2-4-6 1

10

0-1-1 0

0

1-4-5

2

10

200 21-62 2-4 13-23-36 11 49

Percentages: FG .339, FT .500. 3-Point
goals: 5-21, .238 (Montaque 2, Reed 1,
Guin 1, Roberts 1). Blocked shots: 4
(Schamel 2, Peirce 1, Daniel 1).
Turnovers: 24 (Guin 6, Gooden 4, Daniel
4, Montaque 1, Wilson 1, Roberts 1,
Schamel 1, Arriola 1). Steals: 12 (Reed 3,
Guin 2, Gooden 2, Daniel 1, Montaque 1,
Roberts 1, Schamel 1, Kneer 1). Personal
Fouls: 24 (Schamel 4, Gooden 4, Daniel
3, Reed 3, Pierce 3, Kneer 2, Wilson 2,
Guin 1, Montaque 1, Arriola 1).
UTPA.................34 15- 49
TULSA...............25 40- 35
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Pro wrestling gradually finding niche in Valley
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

“That is something you would have to go to the
meetings for, but we will discuss what is real and what’s
When Sergio Tamez was a young boy he saw his first not,” said Tamez. “(People) may have the misconception
televised wrestling match. Since then he has been an avid that everything is fake, or think it is all real. It is more
50-50. That’s the truth.”
fan.
Tamez and Caceres have already received a few phone
Today, Tamez goes by his wrestling name, Dante, and
he is a two-year professional with the International calls for tryouts. The trainees will perform a beginner’s
training workout that includes various types of wrestling
Wrestling Federation (IWF) based in Brownsville.
“A lot of times I answer to (Dante),” said Tamez. “At techniques, like bumps, or when wrestlers take falls.
The training ring is located in McAllen.
work they only know me as Dante.”
“It is kind of a hard ring, but it is really good for
The 19-year-old has been training for wrestling since
training,”
said Caceres. “If you can take a bump there,
he was 14 and continues with the same work ethic today.
“(Since a young age) I knew (wrestling) is what I then you can take a bump pretty much anywhere else.”
Both Tamez and Caceres will be teaching safety
wanted to do, not as a career, but as a pastime,” said the
McAllen native. “Professionals do get paid for it, but I do tactics, and want the trainees to focus on safety as well.
“We teach people how to take falls and how to do
it because I love it.”
pretty much everything. You have
Tamez is currently working
to be really cautious and safe about
with 20-year-old Jovan Caceres,
(certain techniques),” said Tamez.
a friend and wrestler in training,
“We want people to be safe in the
on establishing the Professional
ring. We make it easy for them, but
Wrestling Organization (PWO)
it is up to them to learn (the
at UTPA. The PWO has been an
methods) properly.”
official organization for less
Tamez and Caceres feel that
than a month, but the two
safety is the number one priority in
wrestlers are hoping they can
the ring.
start to get people interested.
“It is wrestling,” said Tamez. “It
“We are affiliated with a
is
organized violence, but we will
professional wrestling company
make sure it is very safe.”
(IWF). We are in need of
Both young men keep up with an
wrestlers, and being a wrestler
exercise schedule.
myself, I have expertise in
“We exercise at the gym four
training (individuals),” said
days out of the week. We stay in
Tamez. “We decided to form an
good shape with jogging (as
organization not only to train
well),” said Tamez. “Two days
people, but we are going to show
(every week) I train for wrestling,
(at meetings) a lot of wrestling
which is a different type of
(matches) and hopefully get
training all in its own.”
people to further respect
According to Tamez, Caceres is
wrestling.”
progressing
into a good wrestler.
Tamez, the 2004 IWF Rookie
“This guy (loves wrestling) too.
of the Year, said he will not be
He is already on his way (to
the only one training those who
becoming a pro),” said Tamez.
try out. Other professionals will
“He is training also, and he is
assist in the training too.
Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American
The organization also plans ATTACK - Edson Narez gives a backhand chop to coming along very well.”
Caceres is excited about the
to explain the truth about the the chest of J.D. Cornado on Tuesday afternoon.
possibility of being a professional
sport.

Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American

FLYING - Jovan Caceres does the backward moonsault from
the top turnbuckle while training.

wrestler.
“Hopefully by January, hopefully by then (it will
happen),” said Caceres, who recently decided on an alter
ego for his wrestling matches. Caceres will be going by
the name The Savage Rocker Jovan D.
According to Tamez, wrestlers come up with storylines
for their matches in the ring.
“I’m a ‘good guy.’” said Tamez. “We’re all actors. We
all have to be pretty good actors.”
Tamez’ next matches will be with IWF on Dec. 29 and
Jan. 23. Caceres plans to be in the IWF event on Jan. 23.

Lucha Libre hero personifies Mexican wrestling
By ED CHRNKO
Special to The Pan American
After living the dream of every luchador and having
touched the pinnacle of the Mexican Lucha Libre by
wrestling in the fabled Arena México before throngs of
sold-out crowds, the legendary Blue Panther was the main
attraction of a recent Monday night event at the Tejano
Saloon in Pharr before a modest crowd of an estimated
300 fans.
Just 10 miles from the U.S.-México border, the Lucha
Libre is not the same spectator sport in the Valley of Texas
as it is on the other side of the frontera, where weekly
matches draw droves of fans to La Juba, a small arena
across the street from the López Mateos Baseball Stadium
in Reynosa, Tamaulipas, México.
However, the sport has more of an underground
following in South Texas and it is starting to gain more
attention by getting the opportunity to perform in bigger
and more attractive venues such as the Tejano Saloon.
The Lucha Libre, similar to professional wrestling in
the United States, usually has been confined to flea
markets around the Valley, but in this particular instance
the area was host to one of the best technical wrestlers of
the modern era of the popular Mexican sport.
The 45-year-old Blue Panther sling-shotted from one
set of ring ropes to the other showing off the skillful
tactics that propelled him to stardom, and became one of
the best mat masters in the business in this low-lit, halfempty bar that is usually filled to capacity on any given
Friday night.
However, on this occasion, the hardwood dance floor
surrounded by small tables was transformed into a small

version of any Lucha Libre arena in México complete
with female senior citizen hecklers, and dozens of
children running around the building way past their
normal bed times, but minus the tortilla throwing.
“I’m very happy to come back to the Valley,” Blue
Panther said. “I’m completely happy with the way the
match went and the people that didn’t show up missed out
on seeing a Blue Panther on the side of the technical
wrestlers. They’ve always seen him on the side of the
rudos.”
The rudos are the villains, who use chairs and anything
at their disposal to defeat the técnicos, the technical
wrestlers that depend on their skill and mastery of the
sport.
The 26-year veteran of the folkloric Mexican sport is no
stranger to the Valley and has been wrestling in various
parts of South Texas since his professional debut in
October 1978.
“When I started out, René Guajardo sent us all the way
up here,” said the native of Gómez Palacio, Durango. “I
have 24-25 years coming up this way to wrestle.”
Blue Panther debuted under Guajardo, the promoter of
the Mexican Northern Division, after being recommended
by his mentor, the legendary Halcón Suriano, one of the
best technical luchadores in the region of México known
as La Laguna.
The Laguna region is comprised of several cities such
as Torreón, Ciudad Lerdo, Gómez Palacio, and extends to
Guadalajara and Monterrey. Along with Halcón Suriano,
the area has produced such greats as Rolando Vera and
Diablo Velasco, and now includes Blue Panther among its
ranks of maestros.
During Blue Panther’s long and storied career, he has

had some classic battles against Love Machine, the cocky
American luchador. In 1992, the on-going feud between
the two luchadores, they drew 18,000 fans to the Arena
México and 8,000 more were turned away.
“All my matches have been great ones,” Blue Panther
explained. “They all have been very important because
they’ve created the history of Blue Panther. They were a
catapult to where I am now.”
Despite the living legend’s glorified past, he does not
look down at wrestling at small venues before weddingsize crowds. On the contrary, he says it is an opportunity
to showcase the sport and demonstrate its rich history.
“The Valley is a big place and there’s a lot of fans,”
Blue Panther said about the growth of the Lucha Libre in
the Valley. “But the promotion of the sport should be done
little by little and it should take the people by the hand
and show them the history of the Lucha Libre and not
what they (promoters) have been doing.”
Blue Panther believes the Lucha Libre is a sport that
continues to grow and evolve, but that the spectacle and
entertainment that the event provides the fans is
something that should never be lost.
“The future of the Lucha Libre has taken off,” said the
masked luchador. “It should go step by step. It shouldn’t
fall behind, but it shouldn’t go too far ahead. There should
be a middle ground where the fans always go home happy
and the spectacle isn’t sacrificed.”
For now, the legend of the traditional Mexican sport
will continue to go where he is asked to go to spread the
word of the Lucha Libre through his signature armbars,
backbreakers, and submission holds, in order to promote
and nurture a new generation of fans in the Valley and
around México.
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Student-athletes improving grad numbers
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
According to recently released data, student-athletes at the
university are beginning to perform well in the class room as
well as on the athletic field.
The University of Texas Pan American is currently ranked
15th out of 19 colleges in Texas regarding scholarship athlete
graduation rates in the time allotted by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association.
Using statistics gathered by the U.S. Department of
Education, the NCAA annually releases a Division I graduation
rate study based on a comparison of the number of students, and
student-athletes entering a college or university and the number
of those who graduate in six years.
The 41-percent graduation rate is a result of a six-year study,
giving graduation information about student athletes who
entered in 1997 which is the most recent graduating class for
which the required six years of information is available.
The UTPA student-body accrued a 26-percent graduation
rate, in comparison.
“They (NCAA) do require us to send out graduation rates to
prospective student-athletes just so they have an idea of what’s
going on,” said P.J. Moses, assistant athletic director for
Compliance Services and Senior Women’s Administrator at
UTPA. “But they’re actually working on updating the whole
graduation rate process so it can be used for real graduation
[students].”
From a compliance standpoint, Moses is in charge of making
sure that all NCAA rules and regulations are followed by
coaches and the athletic administration.
Moses said the NCAA is seeking to update its current
information by implementing a graduation success rate and an
academic progress rate to get a “more accurate read of where
current student athletes are.” She said the new rules wouldn’t
just count for scholarship student athletes but also for athletes
not on scholarship.
“Everybody across the country started with the new rate
forms last year and it will take about four years before they have
a real cohort,” Moses said, referring to the average at the end of

the NCAA’s six-year window.
With the implementation of new resources at UTPA, like the
student-athlete academic learning center, higher graduation
rates are the goal.
Tish Brewer, assistant athletic director for academic support
and student services, said there’s always room for
improvement.
“The more resources you offer, the more academic support
you give them (athletes), it puts them in a better opportunity for
success and the increase of the overall GPA,” she said.
Last spring, the athletics department GPA was 2.88 while the
school’s undergraduate GPA was 2.66. Brewer credits greater
academic support for the fact that athletes bested the student
body number-wise.
“ [With] graduation rates, you’re not going to see that impact
semester to semester,” said Brewer. “You’re going to see that
year to year over the course of years.”
Brewer is responsible for the implementation and monitoring
of a comprehensive academic support system for over 170
student-athletes representing 14 NCAA Division 1 athletic
programs.
“The tougher the academic requirements are to get into the
school, that’s how you have to improve,” Brewer said. “So that,
in itself, will increase the rate over the course of time, because
you’re going to have to bring in people who can do the work.”
According to an online UTPA eligibility handbook all
students must comply with minimum GPA and hour
requirements established by the NCAA to remain even
academically eligible for competition and aid. University-wide
the admissions requirements have gotten tougher in the past
year, as the former open enrollment situation has been modified
as part of the plan to enhance the worth of a degree here.
“Academics are the first thing that’s why we came to college
for,” said freshman point guard Danny Puente, from McAllen
Memorial. “ School’s first, basketball is second.”
Puente said the school has done a great job as far as keeping
students on top of grades.
“We have to pass before we play, so they’re doing well,”
Puente said.

Resources within the athletic department include computer
labs, study hall, and access to writing labs.
Brewer said the typical (non-athlete) freshman doesn’t meet
with anyone every week, doesn’t have progress reports sent out
to professors, and doesn’t have a running dialogue with
somebody about their academic status.
“I think because we offer that, it helps them (freshman) right
off the bat, especially making that transition from high school
to college,” Brewer said.

Texas Graduation Rates
‘97-’03 ‘94-’97
RICE

82

82

Baylor

78

70

SMU

70

70

TCU

68

64

Texas A & M

60

60

Prairie View A & M

60

57

Texas Southern

59

52

North Texas

57

43

Texas Tech

56

56

UT-Pan American

41

34

Baseballers preparing
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
Entering his third year as the baseball
coach at The University of Texas-Pan
American, Willie Gawlik excitedly looks
forward to the upcoming season, which
begins in early 2005. The program has grown
in size and recognition since his arrival, and
the latest national ranking has the Broncs
moving up from near the bottom to 93rd
overall.
“We’re building and we’ve made big
steps,” said Gawlik, who looks to return the
program to the heights not seen since the
glory days of the 1970s, when they went to
the NCAA College World Series (1971), with
him on the team.
When Gawlik first came to UTPA, there
were only two pitchers on the roster; now
there are 15. Last year, Gawlik said that the
team’s schedule was ranked as high as 17th
in the nation in strength of schedule, and the
Broncs defeated Arkansas, a CWS team, in
two of the three outings.
“This is a real good recruiting tool for us to
play a schedule like that,” Gawlik said. “It
was that way when I was here as a player, and
that’s how we got to being really good.”
Gawlik says that there have been a lot of
improvements this fall. He said that he
expects to see big things from junior transfers
Dane Mason and Jacob Jones since they both
come in from very competitive Big 12
schools.
“They bring a lot to the table because they
played against high-caliber competition.” He
noted. “We’re looking for Mason to be one
of our top pitchers this spring.”
This year’s newcomers feature Bobby

Gomez, a freshman pitcher from Falfurrias
High School. Gomez starred at the high
school level and his new coach is waiting for
him to be one of the top pitchers on the team.
“We’re excited about him,” Gawlik said
about Gomez. “He used to dominate in high
school, but it might be a bit harder at this
level because it’s a little tougher. We feel that
he will be able to do that one day.”
Other transfers that Gawlik expects big
things from are Kelley Casares and Tim
Haines, both juniors. Zach Gordon is another
transfer, coming from Midland College after
a high school career at Calallen.
“This is the first Calallen player here, and
they have a great program,” Gawlik said
about the perennial Corpus area power.
Returnees from last year’s team that got a
lot of playing time are Chad Linder and Ryne
Foster. Gawlik believes they will mix well
with the transfers this coming season.
“They come in with experience,” he said.
One thing that Gawlik said that changed
from last year was the early departure of
Marco Garza, who signed with the Cincinnati
organization after setting the hitting record in
his three seasons at UTPA. Gawlik says that
it was hard to lose Garza, but that signing
with the pros was a good move for him. It
also brings a sense of notoriety to the
program.
“Defensively, I think we can be just as
good as last season, even though we lost
Marco Garza.” Gawlik said.
This semester the coach has already signed
eight prospects for next season. He anxiously
awaits the start of this season to see where his
team stands. He said that fans are going to
see is a highly competitive schedule, just as
in recent years past.
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BRONC BASKETBALL DOMINATES

Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American

hoop by shooting 4-for-4.
Senior forward Chris Fagan followed with 13 points, led the team
with seven total rebounds, and shot
4-for-7 while freshman Zach
Trader, who had only contributed 2
total points in two games, added 10
points, three rebounds, and shot 2for-3 in 15 total minutes on the
court.
"I need to work on my defense,
offense just came,”Trader said.
"I'm going to try to work on my
defense in practice this week and
get ready for Sam Houston on
Saturday.”
UTPA plays the SHSU Bearkats
(2-4) at the Field House Dec. 4 and
Coach Robert Davenport wants to
keep the momentum going.
“It is important that we get these
at
home
and
we’re
prepared,”Davenport said. "That's
why we did what we did tonight I
wanted to see us prepared for
Saturday and Tuesday.”
The Broncs overwhelmed the
Lions by a margin of 12 rebounds
(38-26), had seven fewer turnovers
(27-20), and had way
more
free-throws
attempts
(34-19).
Fagan led the Broncs
with three steals as the

team defense collected 10 compared to SAGU's 6.
"A lot of times, especially with
this team, the personality of this
team is to relax a little bit,”
Davenport said.“That's why we
turned it up tonight defensively and
really got after it.”
On defense, the Broncs capitalized on 27 turnovers by the Lions,
scoring 28 points in the process. On
offense, they finished the game
with a 49-percent field goal percentage, made 46.7 percent of their
3-pointers, but only converted 52.6
of free throws.
UTPA, 0-1 on the road, plays just
one away game, at Lamar
University on Dec. 7, before hitting
a stretch of five home games
where, so far, the Broncs have
ruled over teams by a margin of
332-217, including exhibition
games.
Wednesday's opponent was an
NAIA school, but the Broncs did
not take the Lions lightly.
"They’re a good team,”
Davenport said. "They're a good
solid college basketball team, that’s
what I told our guys. We're going to
win this thing,’ but these are college basketball players so we need
to get after it.”

Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American

Never let it be said that UTPA
takes losing lightly. On Wednesday
night the Broncs unleashed any
pent-up frustration from last
week’s loss to SMSU and showed
exactly why they possess the right
talent in the right places, blasting
the Southwest Assemblies of God
University Lions 82-53 at the
UTPA Field House.
Much to the dismay of some visiting coaches, who seethed at the
results as they played out, the
Broncs (2-1 overall) dominated
SAGU (3-6) in almost every category, offensively and defensively.
The Broncs, who led 38-19 at the
half, maintained that lead most of
the second half, widening the gap
to 31 points in the final minutes.
The closest the Lions got in the
second half was 14 down. Senior
Sergio Sanchez led the Bronc
shooting attack by finishing with
17 points, making 5-for-10 and aiding with four assists. Alternately,
Alvaidas Gedminas held the middle
with 14 points and six rebounds
draining all of his attempts at the

WEDNESDAY RESULTS
UTPA MEN 82, SAGU 53
UTPA WOMEN 76, SAGU 40
NEXT ACTION FOR BOTH
DEC. 4

Last night the Lady Bronc basketball took on the
Southwest Assemblies of God at the UTPA Field House,
extending their home game-winning streak to four. The
Lady Lions seemed to be no challenge for the Lady
Broncs’ fast-paced offense and unmovable defense, as the
final score was 76-40, UTPA.
Early in the first half the Lady Broncs (3-3 on the
season) seemed to have trouble getting started, but then
suddenly got on track, running like a well-oiled machine
and never looking back. They went on a rampaging 20-0
run, leaving the Lady Lions (0-9) in the dust. The Lady
Bronc offense seemed to dominate inside as they put up
23 points inside the paint. The women had a 47.7 shooting
percentage in the first half, while the Lady Lions were
30.7 percent from the field.
“When we go to our 2-2-1 full court spread, it just
creates a tempo and an aggressive nature with our kids,”
Head Basketball Coach DeAnn Craft said.
The Lady Bronc defense was on last night, and the team
scored 36 points off Lady Lion turnovers. Leading the
way was the 6-foot-2 center Jennifer Arriola who
dominated the paint with nine total boards.
‘I though she had a real great ball game,” Craft
commented. “Jennifer Arriola, I thought had a super
game.”
When the second half began, the Lady Broncs seemed
LEFTY - Freshman Zach Trader had a career-high 10 to be holding back after leading 47-16 at the half. The
points in UTPA’s rout of SAGU Wednesday.
Lady Broncs only put up 29 points in the second half

JUMPER - Dawnne Cheadle elevates for a shot against
SAGU in a 36-point Lady Bronc win Wednesday.

compared to 47 in the first. Craft said that “obviously
when we build a 30-point lead, you ethically can’t
continue.
“So we called it off and then obviously the tempo
became more of a slowdown which isn’t our forte, but it
did allow us to play a lot of players, a lot of minutes.”
The Lady Bronc bench played a pivotal role as the team
cruised by the Lady Lions, from Waxahachie, near Dallas.
The bench contributed 23 of the team’s 76 total points.
Senior guard Jennifer Piwonka was one of those that came
off the bench, contributing eight points and three assists.
Keeping the Lady Broncs cruising was senior guard
Ashley Roberts who knocked down a series of three-point
shots during the second half. Roberts finished the game
with 16 total points, and 4 for 5 from three-point land.
Roberts said that they were just working on their shots
during the second half as the pace slowed down. The
senior guard said that she felt that her team did well
throughout the game. Also adding to the victory were
sophomore MaHogany Daniel with 11 points and Devin
Reed with nine points and four assists.
“I felt that we needed to take our breath, because your
goal isn’t ever to embarrass an opponent,” Craft said.
“Your goal is to win with sportsmanship.”
The Lady Broncs next matchup will be away against
Colorado State University on Dec. 4, but they return to
defend their home winning streak against Texas State
University at the UTPA Field House Dec. 11.

